
I. Call to Order

7:40 p.m.

II. Opening Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda

Michael Benson: I object, I was under the impression Arvind was writing the resolution so I withdraw my objection

Tim Hull: This needs to go back on

Michael: We can’t put it on... but we could always redraw it, I withdraw my objections

IV. Approval of Previous Minutes

a. See attached 02/05/08 minutes
V. Guest Speaker

a. Gibran Baydoun & Ray Walling, Communications Committee

VI. Community Concern

Teach for America Representative: Thank you all for giving me one second to talk about teach for America.  Before I give you my spiel, I need three volunteers.  So if we were a group of students in a low income community this is the number of students able to graduate, 1 in 10 will graduate from college.  So clearly this is a huge issue. Teach for America believes this is our generations civil rights issue, what’s happening now is that’s not the case.  Where you grow up determines your life’s prospects.  The disparities is totally solvable, we need individuals like yourselves, in the long term and in your future careers.  You get a full salary with all sorts of benefits; this is a feasible option for everyone.  I taught 4th grade in the Bronx, when I came into my classroom I needed to work hard, they were already 3 grade levels behind.  Clearly not getting the education they deserve.  I was a Soc major; I was able to do a lot with my students.  By the end of the year my kids grew an average of over 2 grade levels.  Now they’re in 5th grade and they know how to set goals.  We have about 5000 teachers; we’re the 4th largest school district in America.  We are on track to bring in the biggest number from Michigan and in history; you are passionate about making a difference in society.  Why not start here? And go on to be even more successful.  

Gibran: When is the last application deadline?

T4A Rep: Friday

Mohammad: those who apply this year?

T4A: Get the job for next year, we place K12 all subjects, we’re all over

Friday even if you’re not sure, might as well try it, thank you very much

VII. General Announcement

Tim: first of all, I would say that I am going to be reconsidering the approval of the agenda, we’ve been talking about a number of things like the absence thing, and we need to get them in, and if we don’t we can’t until November 2008.  Also Ray’s amendment to the compiled code, according to the language we would end up... as it stands the Board of Regents are the only ones who can, also it refers chapter 9 and 11 of the bylaws.  I can see Rackham being split up if we go with those sections of the bylaws.  Also, Rackham students being split off is covered by a later section, however the provision in the constitution says “the basic for determining the number of students will be decided by the election board…” as such I really think the current definition is setting us up for something we don’t want.  I would like to make a motion … I would like to motion to add the ballot question to item 11c6.  I’d also like to move that to send it to R&E with recommendations to read.  With that I make a motion to reconsider the amendment to the compiled code on reapportionment authored by Ray Wallander.  

Michael Benson:  Ray changed the compiled code to say where we look in the Regent's bylaws to recognize schools and colleges for student governments.  We voted, it was by consent, Tim has made a motion, someone else needs to second

Tim: the purpose is as it stands the amendment contains several holes, any unit that is also granted a degree by the board of regents…but there is not units authorized to grant the degree other than the regents.

Michael: Item 1JA on page 30 of your packets, this is as amended by the assembly

Modar: We have a motion to reconsider that amendment

No second, that fails

Kyle: I’ve been involved I MSA for quite sometime, a couple weeks ago I will not be around to serve my full term.  I will not be here next year, it would be unproductive and just plain silly of me, I am officially resigning, and it will never be my style to just give up. In the most honorable way I have been working to get 3 new applicants to serve, MSA will blessed, effective now I can no longer have my chair.  And I have full faith in Jason.  As for me, I can catch up on bass fishing championships and finally reminiscing with my friend and former roommate Yost in the excellent times we had in this body.

Michael: I move to put in an election

Ashley Schwedt: We’re taking Polaroid pictures of people

Gibran: Let’s talk about the email I sent out MSA secret valentine, your name, childhood memory, favorite candy, favorite exec, don’t let them influence you, fill it out, send it to me, and I will email you with who you have to get a secret gift for.  You can drop by and pick up your gift in the mailbox.  A lot of people responded, you can put your name on it, you don’t have to, you can be a creep about it, but put your name on it 

Ray:  As you know they made a suggestion that the Diag be the place for graduation next year.  There will be a forum to have graduating seniors make suggestions, 7 PM Angell Hall Aud D

Michael B:  As chair of R&E, I move to excuse their opening and closing roll call absences…

Alex:  This Thursday is the Dorak love shack so stop by the Diag get some hot chocolate, it will be good

Mohammad: the Muslim student assoc.  called skate for Bangladesh the two organizations were looking for cosponsors in other groups

Alex: WTF day is scheduled for March 6, we’d like to have some constituents there

Sabrina: there’s a fundraiser for Dancer Marathon tonight

Tim: Same issue, I saw that no one was willing to give me a second, I stated some things I did not get any questions, what I see in the code, the board of regents by laws say the board of regents is the only entity that can grant degree.  This is setting us up from an apportionment that looks very different from our current one.  This might end up in CSJ cases.

Sabrina: I’m hearing a warning about CSJ cases; I don’t see what can come of this?

Tim: based on our definition,
Alex: How would you like it to read?

Tim: One thing is that it would say granted final authority candidates for degrees, that covers instead of recommend candidates, and final authority, which would be the case in Rackham, if anyone feels this is worth anything, please make a motion

Ray: Actually, I’m willing to make a recommendation to reconsider...
Gibran: I passed around Airbus fliers, its coming up Spring Break, talk to your friends, some people don’t know you can get schedules online, take 10 and give them to friends, do-it-yourself cutting
VIII. Executive Officers’ Reports

a. Mohammad Dar, President

We hope to have info about the shooting on campus. the bill has passed both house and The governor passed a funding recommendation increase by 3%.  The Burns park legislation will be on the agenda on Monday I met with student health insurance committee today.  When the plan started 3 years ago the premium was $700, there is talk of having the University setting a base cost.  As an example students have to opt into their own plan, that is a conversation going on.  I met with VP secretary of the University, our own issues and issues we should pass onto the regents.  I’ll be meeting with the Mayor on Friday.  Primaries are normally in August when students are out of town and professionals are out of town

b. Nate Fink, Vice President

VYV wanted me to bring their number 787 students in the res halls, they also wanted to give these valentines to the MSA members who came out and helped.  The definitely would appreciate help down the road, no matter where you sit on the political fence, I hope to worth with Mohammad, I hope to appeal Roger’s law.  

c. Sabrina Shingwani, Treasurer

The meeting on Friday a lot of Student group constitutions are not in lie with MSA constitutions, we don’t really have a hand in that other than the link is our website.  Everything’s smooth sailing with the money.  I’m on the Michigan union board of reps to have a registration box in the union.  The rest of the execs are going to be shopping for new chair, we got a grant from an alumni for new chairs.

d. Arvind Sohoni, Student General Counsel

e. Stella Binkevich, Chief of Staff 

I don’t know how many of you were aware, what seemed like a University student posted something very inflammatory on Craig’s list.  It’s not something we can tolerate here.  Gibran and I drafted a letter/ viewpoint condemning it, but also saying we need to move on, if you agree to it, write your name and the body you represent.  The second, really spear headed by Michael Benson is we now have office hours online.  Also at the retreat we talked about getting MSA people out, and I’m going to set up people for DP day.  They bus people into Detroit; I just wanted to put that out there for people to know.  Also March 15 & 16th dance marathon will be out, Ill email you with more information.  Also, reports are do by 5pm, also last week I passed around a sheet telling me about the committee and commissions you are a part of, please write it out, there was a spreadsheet to that effect.  Also materials from the retreat, I’ll try to bring those in next Tuesday.  If you think you’re not receiving emails, I’ve been through their thing.  

       IX.       Committee Reports

a. Steering Committee (see attached)

b. Committee Reports (see floating copies) 
Michael Benson: I’ll be emailing this out, if you have an issue R&E will be voting 

Stella: the reason I’m passing this sheet around is so that we have a way to track attendance to committee and commission meetings, R&E voted to start tracking attendance.  To say who is there, there are still a lot of people missing.  

Michael: I will email the list of reps not listed as attending

Stella: today is Tuesday, next week all those will be looked at

Michael: They must be entered Sunday at Midnight; you can’t put them in after that

Ray: Comm. meeting is going to move to Sunday nights a 7:15 in archives and we really need to get you guys involved

c. Commission Reports (see floating copies) 
IX. Student Organization Funding Recommendations

a. BPC Cycle 1 Funding Recommendations (Second Reads)
Stella: they were up before you last week, with the asterisks taken out, on page 5 through 9

b. CSC Cycle 1 Funding Recommendations (First Reads)
Paula: WE have an excessive amount of groups asking for an excessive amount of money

X. Campus Governance Committee Recommendations

XI. Other Business

a. Motions to Veto Any Action of Steering Committee

b. Election and Recall of Officers

Modar: We have a vacancy of the ERC chair

Ashley Schwedt: I nominate Jason Raymond

Modar: We will fill your vice chair next week

c. Amendments to the Constitution or Compiled Code
i. W2008 – 039 Amendment to MSA Compiled Code To Create an Authoritative and Authentic MSA Compiled Code and All Campus Constitution (R. Walling, SI Representative; M. Benson, R & E Chair) (First Reads) 
Ray: page 10, this resolution looks at dates logo, provides signatures, so that we know we have the code that we should have.  Also depositing a copy of it twice every year as a record at the University. Questions?

ii. W2008 – 042 Amendment to MSA Compiled Code to Include Representative Reports (M. Dar, President) (First Reads) 
Modar: I’ve gotten a lot of concerns that we do a lot of work but that people don’t hear about it, we’ve taken down all your projects, but in getting your projects, we put it so that a report would be given every 3 weeks, at the same time you can give them orally or in writing, and you will be given a heads up by the chief of staff.  Obviously talking about agenda

Michael: Will the author be available at R&E?

Modar: yes

iii. W2008 – 043 Resolution to Amend the Assembly’s Agenda (M. Benson, R & E Chair; T. Hull, LSA Representative; E. Quintero,  Rackham Representative) (First Reads)
Nate: One of the sponsors is no longer an MSA representative

Michael: this is basically to stream line the agenda, also to make a separate area for attendance to be dealt with
iv. W2008 – 044 Resolution Update the Assembly’s Election Code (M. Benson, R & E Chair; G. Baydoun, LSA Representative; T. Hull, LSA Representative) (First Reads)

Michael: R&E has produced significant progress, with changes to the compiled code; I’m going to pass around an executive summary and it kind of de jargonizing the resolutions

v. W2008 – 038 Amendment to the Compiled Code Regarding Absence Excuse Policy (M. Benson, R & E chair) (Second Reads)
Mohammad: A friendly amendment, a statement maybe that has when we have the name their excuse is right in front of it

Michael: I would propose an amendment, to say that 

Basically, it would be up to steering to decide that, 

Allison: the description of the absence will be provided by the rep

Mohammad: The absence shall contain an explanation provided by each member the absence they wish to excuse

Gibran: object 

Mohammad: Basically this resolution when you’re, okay the meetings are reviewed in the R&E then steering votes on them, then they come here, you can pass them all together, or object, I would object to each one, unless you’re in steering

Elson: it sounds like a good idea to me; the steering has the final say so it makes sense 

Gibran: We have steering meeting, if you look now, you’ll see them on page two, I don’t think there’s a reason to change the code, we can turn the page, I believe in MSA

Allison: We’re delegating this to steering, our meetings are long enough already, if we do want second oversight we can look at the minutes

Modar: opinion of the chair is that motion fails, seeing no objects I’m going to call for consent

vi. Amendment to compiled code Ballot 

Ray: It should read, only ‘constituent degree granting units’ (i.e. any school, college, or academic division located at the Ann Arbor campus of the University of Michigan that is also AUTHORIZED TO RECOMMEND TO THE Board of Regents THE GRANTING OF DEGREES as specified in …. Bylaws of the board of regents

Tim: From line 47 from the School which recommends the degree, 

Ray: That amendment was accepted as friendly

Modar: We move back into speaker cycle

Ray: So what I did, there were two issues that Tim brought up, the board of regents, they’re the only ones that can grant degrees, if you read section you can read that they are made by the officers of the following units, the second issue is that he is concerned that it would grant certain schools a seat if you look article 5 J1d of the code is it says, if it’s unconstitutional it would go to CSJ.  This is how they have reapportioned for several years now.  

Michael Benson: I have also read that reapportionment will occur in the fall

Tim: I disagree with several of the things mentioned 1st question of the Rackham clause, on that topic Article 5 section D, and determining the number of seats will be in the election board.  As such stuff in the code saying Rackham will be split up this way seems unconstitutional.  On the second topic, whether it has to happen this year, the code may something, but the code says what the official student enrollment, as there wasn’t an election board the week after we set the date, it seems that first time they met they were to 

Modar: That will be a 24-3-1, take it to CSJ

d. Old Business

Michael B: I found out I can’t serve on the election board, I move to nominate Alex S to serve on the election board

Alex: Pretty much Michael Benson approached me he could no longer serve on it and I thought I could do him a favor
Michael: I was informed by Brian Steers among others I serve as, while it’s okay to serve as vice chair, its better not to be, Alex served as an independent

Alex: I can be pretty fair

Ashley Schwedt: Do you actually want to do this?

Alex: Yes, its fine, 

Ashley Schneider: Do you know what your duties would be?

Alex: yes.
Modar: A vote that carries, Alex is approved
e. New Business
i. W2008 – 040 Resolution to Create the Housing Representation Select Committee (T. Hull, LSA Representative)

Tim: Northwood has no housing body this is to have a select committee, to get RHA all together, anyway that’s.
Stella: Why do you feel a select committee is necessary to work on this? If there were to be a select committee do you have people interest ready and willing me?

Tim: The president of RHA thought a formal committee would be better, secondly, I’ve had a couple people, some members of RHA, I’ve already been doing it without this, but I feel it might help 

ii. W2008 – 041 Resolution for MAC to sponsor the State of Black America Event (G. Baydoun, LSA Representative) 

Gibran: This post on Craig’s list was posted on Craig’s list, you should see the statement what I was thinking, this is black history month, MAC I know this is after your commission, there will be a different price, it’s going to be a panel of speakers talking about black people today.  A panel discussion with food and also talk about what’s going on its being cosponsored by a lot of organizations including nation Pan-Hellenic council, some fliers, and email the hell out of it.  Were going to have student reps and see if they’re going to bring up Craig’s list.  

Alex Jiga: I would bring it up (about Craig’s list)

Tim: can we suspend the rules so I can talk for one minute?

Modar: that carries

Tim: As it stands it points to chapter 9 and of the bylaws that have a large number of Rackham degree programs, anyway my amendment was to say has final authorities to grant degrees so people go into Rackham, as it stands I feel we’re going to get a totally random apportionment, I don’t think it could hurt anyone I think it could save our butts

XII. Closing Roll Call

XIII. Adjourn 9:40 p.m.
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