
I. Call to Order

7:38
II. Opening Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda

Modar: motion to approve agenda
Any objections?

Seeing none
IV. Approval of Previous Minutes

Approved
Consent
V. Guest Speaker
Modar: there is none, 
VI. Community Concerns

Anika: I just wanted to introduce our new web team, Michael Benson & Avinash. Please email me & I will relate the emails to the webteam, we have some really interesting & big plans, we’re going to do a whole revamping of the websites, just take a look at the website & see what interests you with the ideas, most communication for the web team should come to me
: are we incorporating usability?

Gibran: we’re incorporating a number of different things, 17th & 18th of January we’ll have two test focus groups, to see what they think of the website, we’ll also being going to specifically the reps to see what you guys think of everything

Anika: 

Michael: Thus far, a lot of the basic information updating has been done so far, we’re going to pass around a blank piece of paper for the reps & you will be on the website listed as a rep by this time tomorrow, the funding request for bpc and csc, and a lot of people have bad handwriting and maybe can’t add, it will fill out the pdf of the request form, so Anika can access it, it will generate total requests for everything 

Anika: we’ll still have hardcopies but

Michael: we’re doing some things with rep pages, exec pages, a roll out in two weeks, where there will be pictures of reps and individuals 

Ashley: maybe I just don’t understand, does Michael get paid for doing this?

Michael: nope, I am just doing this out of the kindness of my heart

Anika: thank you

Kate Stenveig: I’m an organizer with BAM as people know MLK day is a few weeks, this is going to be a statewide march about the affirmative action drop, and keeping this campus open to minorities, just yesterday we filed a brief requesting trial in the case against prop. 2, that courtdate to see if we get a trial is feb.6 I just want to go through some of the arguments in the brief, basically we’re arguing aff. Action programs actually make it possible for the built in bias and without those programs this is a violation of, the case in 1970 made it illegal to use quotas, now prop 2, is saying only people who can’t appeal for special consideration are for minorities and women, a number of different groups have that option, but you cannot appeal for special consideration for sexual or gender discrimination.  The other thing to go over is it goes over comparing this case to the Plessy case, in Plessy v. FErugeson said “separate but equal” set stage for legalized segregation, explains segregation wasn’t something that happened right after civil war, there was a time of integration, poor black and white, segregation had to be imposed through political movements  and all of these things, it’s something you don’t necessarily learn, but the fact that Jim Crow laws came into being was not because it was so popular was because there wasn’t enough leadership.  Its our job to fight this up to the segregation, everybody to come out to the march 

Joku Jeffrey: I’m an organizer with BAM but I am based in LA, you may already be aware this is the first state to have affirmative action banned state wide, if any example of the negative impact you can see it from California, UCLA in particular, they’ve tried other ways, but they have failed, there is no way to do so without race , Connelly specifically the right wing has been trying to lose affirmative action programs, saying it was discrimination, give black students an advantage, it wasn’t and that’s a big lie, this fight you hav ein Michigan will affect the rest of the country, prevent Connelly from doing this anywhere else, when I was at Berkley, I can just say you have a very important responsibilt to speak out on this issue, have a big impact, anyway come out to MLK day and come out
Eilene Q: anything in grade schools? are there any efforts to help on that level?

Joku: we’ve been really fighting that in CA it’s separate and unequal in both, but the average income in Berkely now is $100,000 if you go to LA the bussing plan makes it so if you’re in an overcrowded place, you have that opportunity to get to better schools in the Valley, as far as legal action, there was a suit from the ACLU but it hasn’t 

Micheal: I’m curious what your group or other groups are doing, in my opinion by a much earlier age, by the time you get to a certain point, in college or beyond that, just to get people to a different level, I think we have to take on where the fight is being taken, we stand for integration from  kindergarden through college

Adam: I’m the president of the student organization Best buddies, we’re in the process of planning a disabilites awareness week, and raising issues confronting the disabled community, this could be a great oprotunity, especially in recent light, in changing perceptions, I’m basically here to get the word out in March and hopefully cosponsor and help get the word out about the issues in the disabled community

Gibran: what are the dates and times?

Adam: hopefully in March, hopefully land a great key note speaker

Eileen: what else are you doing?

Adam: have an entire week of activities, lectures and more interactive activities and hopefully engage other organizagtions, try to meet both our , people interested in getting involved in this week, and this would engage more people, and the school of education has interest in co sponsoring this event

VII. General Announcements

Lianna: Let people know if people have any questions about what the members of BAM said, what’s around the case periodically as things come up, they 
Ashley: Jan. 27, interactive museum type thing, and you put people outside of their comfort zone, its really awesome it’s a really great thing, they actually do two a year.  Second thing, I asked Anika to buy several calendars, so we could all write out events and meetings and I get 70 million emails and I just delete them, lastly, on Friday we’re doing a fundraiser there’s 16 students from Michigan but its costing us to get them, basically you can go to mystic greeks and 10% of your bill will go, also you can then go to Necto

Michael: echo the email I sent out, R & E is meeting this Thursday and about last years elections, if you have any input on the, you got the agenda, any 

Alex Jigga: other than Randy anyone who is graduating Winter Spring Summer 2008 who did not respond to my email? No

Tony: move to read from a written statement, as many of you know I plead guilty to my actions in the election, a Michigan wolverine is expected to attain a high moral ability, I believe, have given me the most fulfilling times, wether we’re reviewing funding , or freaking out about how to get 20 trailers .. all of this has made my time at MSA the most, you truly do great work, I feel so humbled, and with my resignation, don’t get down on ourselves, don;’t get down on campus, the great things you are doing, I’ll still be available to drive you and probably 20 reps to steak & shake, I’m stepping down as a representive and becoming a constituent, I especially want to thank Anika, and don’t think I’ll stop barging into your office, please continue to make me proud

VIII. Executive Officers’ Reports

a. Mohammad Dar, President
I want to wish you a warm welcome back, I hope you;’re very excited for the semester, I already know we’re going to great things next semester, over the weekend I was doing interviews for vice president, I can’t wait to see the work you’re going to do, committees and commissions, we ran on goals and platforms and I want to be there to help you I want to pass o.  I want to sit down and meet with you, new ones I will hound you down if you don’t sign up, if this list fills up I will send around another, on that note of interviewing for vice presidents, I went through, I ultimatedlky decided that Nate Fink our chief of Staff would be the next vice president, everything from large scale events to funding bodies, we’re very lucky to have him as president, on a final note, I’ve been asked to apss around an announcement that the senior graduation for this year will not be at Michigan Stadium, a large area will be a hazardous area, it’s been decided that the best place to have graduation is at East Michigan stadium, why not Chrisler? As you normally get 8 invitations, you would then only get two, the administration talked with me on how to make this as authentic as policy
Allyson: did you get to have any influence?

Modar: no, but since then to make best of the decision

Ashley: will they be busing people who could normally just walk to stadium?

Modar: yes, and I’ve heard they have an excellent parking situation

Michael: how much are we paying them?

Ashley: would they be willing to guest speak to us?

Modar: yes…

Ashley: I’d be interested in hearing from them

Modar: again, they are doing their best to make the best out of the situation, particular to the graduates, I told them to go talk to some recent grads to make our graduation as similar as possible

Eileen: did they have nay other conditions available?

Modar: they ultimately decided to meet demand of hom many people were coming, that was the best choice, again, welcome back I want to 
b. (Vacant), Vice President

c. Sabrina Shingwani, Treasurer
To echo what Modar said, me and Nate really did have a great time meeting with all the new chairs, call us and take advantage of us, please please let us know, in addition to committee and commission reps and  excited to meet the few I haven’t met before, work on your own, there’s really only 3 months left of the semester and 3 months really roll by, in addition to that, chairs are due to me by midnight, however is most convenient for you, so you’ll know what I’ll be allocating, I’ll be submitting the budget for first reads, then the following Tuesday night, from the time I mail out the budget, I cant def. clear that up, that’s it

I’m on the committee to get new restaurants to replace some in the MUG so every now and then to pick different food, because Villa Pizza and Magic Wok is leaving, also if you’re interested in being on the Michigan Union committee, let me know, another committee I’m on we’re looking at the salaries of different chairs and professors, but MSA rocks, we move so fast, I like it, it bmade me really

d. Arvind Sohoni, Student General Counsel
A couple things, the general counsel met in the beginning of December I’m not really allowed to talk about, we also had a _) talk about veterans coming back and acclimating to the university environment, it was a really strong group we picked out, I’ll have them the next, Tiki Barber is speaking at the business school for the MLK day, a couple things I want to deal with is how the university deals with high achieving students, at the top of our university we have some really smart people, also student rights as pedestrians, a lot have changed in the past year, and we used to hand out card with R&J to let people know, and Northwestern, a loose association format to get together within the next few years, and also the admissions office, and also to get MSA reps to get certified as guides, we could def. get that done pretty quickly, also we lost a pretty great representative tonight, Tony was a great rep to the business school 

e. Nate Fink, Chief of Staff 
MSA open house next Tuesday at 5:30, the 15th for new reps open house is opportunity for people to see what MSA is and people can come in and talk with the chairs and see if they want to join and the comm. Committee is working with the execs, if you’re a chair you’re required to be here, then 6:30 is MSA 101 to come and see what’ s going on a basic orientation of Robert’s Rules of Orders and also a orientation of the ctools site, the following Tuesday we’re going to have MSA 102 led by Benson and Elison, it will be a good reorientation, hopefully have pizza, a really useful orientation, two . Next event MSA retreat January 27 week after MLK weekend, STell & Jen are in the lead for planning that, if you haven’t attended a retreat it is mandatory to attend it is a good way to get to know one another a little better, hopefully will be useful for everyone who attends, last thing as Modar mentioned…I’m being created, nominated to serve as Vice President, I’m really excited to work with the rest of the execs and the assembly and to build strong ties with the administration, and I hope we can have a strong finish, and I hope you all support my nomination

Modar: city council is looking into zoning in the _ area, and the elase signing meeting is up on Jan. 22nd, if and when Nate is confirmed as VP, we will have chief of staff nominations, hopefully we’ll have the chief of staff

       IX.       Committee Reports

a. Steering Committee (see attached)
b. Committee Reports (None) 
Gibran: don’t we have to approve Steering?

Modar: yes, we are …

Gibran: we’re looking at revamping and doing the MSA 

Eileen: have you talked to art school?

Gibran: yes I just wanted to bring it to the assembly too

The meeting time for communication will be before the 7 steering meeting, also if you have any ideas for communications, just send us an email, we had 6 people there and we really didn’t notice iut, next week we’llb e taking picture for next week a head shot, look fabulous

Michael: R & E is meeting Thursday at 7 we’ve also shedueled a meeting directing prior to Steering and after Comm, if you want to join see Elson 

Ashley: internship is going to put out applications and I plan to start meeting on Wednesday probably around 7 o’ clock, interns, generally freshman, we pair them with  a committee and if they really need something they can send it to them to get it down, getting applications out and out there, we really want MSA out there in a positive light

Bri: we’re going to have a meeting Feb. 22nd, if you want to go please let us know
c. Commission Reports (None) 
IX. Student Organization Funding Recommendations
none
X. Campus Governance Committee Recommendations

none
XI. Other Business

a. Motions to Veto Any Action of Steering Committee

b. Election and Recall of Officers
i. Vice President: Nate Fink

Consent!
c. Amendments to the Constitution or Compiled Code

d. Old Business
e. New Business
XII. Closing Roll Call
8: 37
XIII. Adjourn







Called to order at 6:02 pm

GUEST SPEAKERS:
None
EXEC REPORTS:
a. President: I’m very excited about the projects you have planned.  Feel free to give me a call or send me an email.  There are some people in the administration who may be guest speakers for Steering.  I know Steering didn’t improve last semester, I hope to this semester.  I’m going to pass around a sheet of paper with times to meet with me at this week’s meeting.  I hope I can help you.  I’ve been around for a long time and hope I can help out.  I hope I can email the Steering list as well.  I’ll let you know more about that in a little bit.

b. Vice President: n/a

c. Treasurer: Sabrina.  Most if not all of you seem to know what to do with the budgets.  I’ll send you all an email with the budget request thing by midnight.  I’ll let you know by late Wedneadaay or early Thursday.  I’ll try explain if I don’t fully fund.  I’ll give you a chance to appeal my decision as well.  At Steering next Sunday I’ll present the budget.  If you have any questions, email me or see me.  Sunday at Steering I’ll present the budget, on Tuesday it will go up for first reads, then the next week will be second reads, then you can spend the money assuming it passes.

d. Counsel: Same policy as last semester on resolutions.  I have a list of projects I want to work on this semester, which I will bring to the General Meeting.

e. Chief of Staff: Nate – Not too much to add, I was really happy to meet with all of you. It really helps to guide the Assembly. I have some tentative dates for MSA 101, MSA 102, Open  House, and the Retreat. Open House is mandatory for all Chairs. The retreat is for reps but we really encourage everyone to come, including chairs, so that we can all be involved with it. I will se nd out an email about it to let you know of exact dates.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
f. Ashley – We’re having a fundraiser at Necto on Friday night.   It’s a great fundraiser.  Make sure you bring these pieces of paper.
STEERING BUSINESS:
g. Michael Benson moves to have the Steering committee approve any promotional MSA video that will be distributed. Concerns were expressed that the current video (Msa) does not accurately reflect the image of MSA as a whole.  [Passed by Consent]

MSA BUSINESS:
None
Adjourned at 6:15
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