
I. Call to Order 7:45 pm
II. Opening Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda
Michael B: motion to suspend the rules to change the agenda

Michael: I move that we add a new 7 before general announcements about election, and under election and recall of staff, could you add representatives?
Modar: Okay, one under community concerns and one under election and recall of officers

Lianna: I motion to suspend the rules

Lianna: I’d like to move item e1 of new business to item d2 of old business

Stella: Can I move item e2 to what would now be d3

Modar: the second part of what he added under election and recall of representatives was representatives
IV. Approval of Previous Minutes

a. See attached 1/22/08 minutes
V. Guest Speaker
a. ABTS Report
Ashley S: So we went to conference at Purdue 2 weeks ago

Ashley: We had some fun, this is garret and Jason.  We hung out with Michigan State a lot because they would play Euchre with us.  We went bowling and stuff. 
Ashley S: They took us to this Irish pub

Ashley: Most of ABTS you spend time in conferences, you talk to other schools and different concerns they have, almost every other school their candidates sign positions, they wouldn’t have a problem where 4 people tie.  Some have debates at different meetings.  A lot of them have dress codes at their school.  MSU sings their fight song.

Jason: Also MSU televises their assembly meetings, additionally it would be good idea to bring town hall style meetings with mayors, also, the assembly should use press releases more often.  It would really clarify what they write about us.  What we need to do also is where we forums where we go to their meetings, but not necessarily just 

Alex Serwer: many campuses hole state of the state addresses, freshman should be informed about their governing body during orientation, put their logo on fliers, having the executive board meet monthly with other student organizations would create better cooperation

Ashley: The next ABTS meeting is scheduled to be held at Penn State.  

Alex Serwer: Purdue requires those who represent a school or college you would be required to go to your schools too, Purdue also has an “I’m pissed about this” once a week, kind of like our WTF.  Purdue has a way to let students know the difference between an old and new textbook. OSU and Wisconsin started programs called best fans in the land, to be more polite during games

Ashley: Also for this election period we’re trying to have 10,000 strong getting 10,000 students in each big ten school registered to vote.  And voice your vote is really pumped about that

VI. Community Concerns

a. Kate Steinbeck: the court hearing next week is at 2:30 at the federal court in Detroit, it is about whether we get a trial for prop 2, as you know u of m students in particular, we won in 2003 we had a month long trial, students coming forward, experts, there were students every single day, you know, overflow rooms, it was kind of the talk of the nation, to determine what was going to happen at their university.  We have to do that again now.  Just like when the cases were heard before the Supreme Court in 2003, planning a Super Tuesday just like 2, and in 7 more states next year.  Our plan is to fight those initiatives tooth and nail.  We’re going to be there on our super Wednesday filing against those.  To vote on the rights of minority students of students who go to the University of Michigan we’re going to be in a much stronger position to overturn prop 2 and prop 209, it’s really important that we have people who are going to be impacted, legally, there are some people who are plaintiffs, who are written into the case, but really it is a class election.  Anybody who wants to see affirmative action restored in Michigan this is your case we definitely want to be able to publicize to the whole campus.  One more thing, part of what our plan is for this lawsuit for conducting a trial, when brown v. board of education they were cases that there were all over the country, and they did, they would lose, then they would win, we need to be able to put forward a full comprehensive trial.
b. Maricruz Lopez: I am here to speak in favor of the resolution to get a full trial for prop 2 I am one of the plaintiffs, the wide deception and fraud they have used to get the proposition on the ballot in the first place. And like this lawsuit just provides a very strong basis for ending this attack on student rights, like the other prop 4 that kind of tactic used has got to end, essentially it’s a Jim Crow tactic.  We can put an end to this and just one of the things that led me to be a plaintiff is that I think we can affirmative action restored in Michigan, we have those years of evidence of when integration happens, the effects of what affirmative has in those states.  I really urge you to pass this resolution, there are a lot of students who come to the University of Michigan like myself who come to help fight the affirmative action, this is definitely one front that has not been as known as others.  As a plaintiff I’m representing a class, which is kind of cool, this does affect a lot of people whoa re sitting in this room, this is our case, this University of Michigan’s case.  We’ve got to be out there just like prior cases in history, especially because we want to be able to have a trial.  Basically right now we just have a judge giving his opinion, if we don’t get a full trial, well we need that to show the student plaintiffs and be able to be on trial, I just strongly urge you. 

Michael Benson: thanks to Lianna’s email, for prop 2 yourself what part do you understand 

Michael: move to extend the time

Maricruz: one of the things were saying is the actual language like it says preferential treatment and that front has not been argued anywhere and asking what exactly is preferential treatment? Well the people in society who get preferential treatment has historically been white males, you have to affirmative action

Max Nowak: what’s the actual hearing?

Maricruz: basically our opponents are arguing for a full trial

Gibran: would you be willing to talk to the sponsor about amending the resolution
Lianna: I want to explain what this means, getting things overturned, during the Jim Crow era in the south, obviously people would have voted to keep it.  We’ve dealt with those kinds of things in proposal 2.  You can’t ask a majority to vote on the rights of a minority.  Historically, it’s always been the federal courts that have been turned to.  We need to be able to explain this to the judge.  He needs to see who these people are and who it’s affecting.  He’ll just be reading facts on a piece of paper, if we want to win, we have to have a trial and if we want a trial we have to show that to the judge. 

Ray W: You also talk about voter fraud a lot, hasn’t the circuit court heard voter fraud already in this case?

Lianna: He has, but we’re arguing in that it is racially targeted voter fraud

Michael B: Even if there was voter fraud, it was some large percentage of people in Michigan who put it there

Lianna: You have to have a certain number of signatures, it was called the Michigan civil rights agreement, when people think of preference they think, if you kind of know what it is but you have some bias, like when they were polling people, people were going in saying they were voting against it, but when they said something else coming out.  It allows people to let them believe it’s something it was not

Nicole Campbell: Hi, I’m Nicole Campbell, I’m here to talk about the mobilization of students for Feb. 3rd.  We know that in this case there was voter fraud.  There are reasons you want to have good voting.  When you take that and manipulate it to get people to sign, when you change the language, you take away the rights of every student in this room and everyone in this state.  The University of Michigan has a long history of defending affirmative action, this body as a whole has supported affirmative action, this is only asking you to send out an email.  Based on the past history, based on all the other schools looking at us.  When I was an undergraduate and I was trying to choose a school, I came here because of the fight they fight for affirmative action.  One of the reasons this University is so well known is we are encouraged to go out and fight an action.  For that information to become part of legal record we have to have a court case.  All we’re asking is to send an email, because this affects you as a student body.  This affects campus body as a whole

Michael Benson: On the prop 2 itself what is your end goal, are you trying to have it all removed?

Nicole: I want it all gone, we’ll print out the legal 

Ray: What is your definition of diversity?

Nicole: that is a complicated question, I went home to my undergraduate school in Austin, there was not much of diversity known there, and there was more diversity than there is here.  We need more of that here at our school.  
Modar: any other community concerns?

Tiffany Zhang: I am the president of the Rackham students, some of the things were trying to work on is student representation at Northwood, drivers licenses, and also to get social things for graduate students.  We try to promote things that are very important to us.  I’m here to encourage you to come to our biweekly meetings.  It’s another means for students to voice their concerns, and please bring things to our attention.  We’re here to help, if you want to come you’re more than welcome. 

Vaticia: I just wanted to speak in favor of the Feb. 3 meeting, public institutions, I have a definition of why I think this is important what ends up happening is when the elite is homeogenous and the people they serve is diverse.  Educated along the lines of race, gender, and social class. You are creating elite that is incompetent and not able to serve the people at large, not have an institution that can make its goals, its ability to accomplish its mission. It seems the University should be able to show its support

Michael Benson: We have our election director here tonight, I formally move t

Nate: Can you tell us a little about yourself?

Gwen: I came here from Oregon, I was born in Michigan, I like yoga

Max Nowak: What is your election experience?

Gwen: Practically none, except for my running of student council in high school

Gwen: Well I study how democracies use students to develop democracies, and it is part of my goal to be more involved in ethics on campus.  It’s invigorating for me and my research, some of the

Michael B: What is your familiarity with bylaws and learning?

Gwen: I’m a very quick study,

Gibran: What do you know about MSA?

Gwen: I know it representatives the entire population of the University of Michigan and that you serve to be a connection between students and administration

Modar: This is a move into vote, at this point we will go back into the agenda and the ABTS guest speaker
Modar: while they’re getting ready we’ll move into general announcements
VII. General Announcements

Gibran: This Thursday at 7, P & J is having a push to use different shirts than shirts made is sweatshops, it’s something we should think about if we ever make shirts, it’s in the Wolverine Room
Andrew: I emailed out ideas for MSA logo, I got a lot of great feedback and kind of redid some of the designs, I put some of my own comments, I won’t take offense at anything you say.  You can either email me or just write it right on that sheet

Max: Are we allowed to use the University business card style?

Andrew: yea, just not the Michigan M

Lianna M: Just wanted to make sure people saw these since a lot of people had legal questions, being passed around is a brief for this case, if you’re interested it’s right over there.  

Ray: the commencement advisory committee has met twice and in that time we have x’d EMU off the list, we’re still looking at Michigan stadium, everything they’re doing to work on this issue, people are putting a lot of time and effort

Stella: It’s about the MSA retreat, this Saturday Feb 2nd to Sunday Feb 3rd I actually made a 3 page packet that I think I should pass that out first.  It’s going to be at Howell nature.  First at the bottom there is campus safety information, it’s important for you to get that back to me if god forbid something happens.  The venue we’re going to have no internet, so if you’re reading things on nature, you won’t have internet.  Also there’s a list of drivers and their numbers.  We’re meeting at the circle drive behind the union at 5:45 on Saturday, if I were you I would probably talk to them ahead of time.  I also reattached the agenda.  We will be headed back to campus at 3:50 and you should be back well in time for the superbowl.  

Ailene: Who is coming?

Stella: For the most part year, The retreat is targeted at reps and committee chairs, of course if you have a really zealous.

Lianna: Why is it in Howell?

Stella: Going away like this, we thought it would be nice, like having it at the Trotter House, just made it so easy to go home.  But it is a very safe area. 

Kheir: What is the budget?

Stella: I’m getting to that in the second part, I planned this with Jen 

Ailene: How is it set up?

Stella: Essentially, there are bunk beds there, but there are no linens there.  It has a kitchen and a common room.  The second part of the announcement is, I guess it could be a friendly amendment to the resolution, the original said $1500 but we had to change it $1728

Kyle: I would like to excuse my absence for last week I was at the city council meeting.  

Ashley This Thursday we’re hosting an event at 5pm called prepare yourself for the real world, but the programming manager of student affairs to talk to us about preparing a resume.  This upcoming Sunday at LBG community we’re having a bring 

Michael: Are you aware this Sunday is super bowl Sunday?

Ashley: Yes, but this Sunday is actually the only Sunday we’re not at a 

Randy: National Panhel is throwing a , the divine 9, historically black organizations, one next week is the screening of a film, and next Friday is called Black Ice the first inaugural all black hockey game, first time you’ll get to see 10 black guys on the ice, we’ll have a group performing next Friday.  Also unknown date, unknown time, unknown venue, someone might want to help me with this, a strategy seminar, subject to change, how to gauge representative attentiveness, buzz words vs. clichés, repetitiveness, nature’s snooze button, just because you have 5 minutes, maximizing your time, if anyone has any time let me know.

Alex Serwer: there are a few events going on in Focus the nation, telling the date and time, on the 31st of January, tomorrow from 8 to 9:30 there will be a webcast screening called the 2% solution, and Ed Norton will be on this webcam and they’re going to discuss reduce climate change.  Then Thursday there is a sustainable resources fair, Silvio’s pizza, it’s going to be a big deal, Union ballroom 2-6.  Also Thurs 8 to 10 is a roundtable there will 3 state representatives, John Dingle will be there too I believe.

Lianna: I forgot to mention if anyone’s interesting in seeing the Connelly disposition will be in Angell Hall Aud A, he’s very honest actually pretty interesting

Michael: I’ve seen several student governments over the years, I think the retreat will be a great way to get know each other, as the weather warms up , the more you’re able to interact with the people you work with

Ashley: If you haven’t seen boxes and walls, you need to, LBGT commission has a room there, 

Michael: How long does it take to go through?

Ashley: 1 hour

Alex s: I misspoke earlier, 

Max: I’m going to encourage people to put these announcement s ion committee and commission reports when applicable
VIII. Executive Officers’ Reports

a. Mohammad Dar, President
I met with President Coleman, everything from lease signing to commencement, I’m going to try to schedule her to come speak to the assembly. I went to the Michigan association conference last weekend, one we got really excited about is Roger’s law is voting in the place other than where you are in a different place for 8 to 9 months.  Nicole sent out an email about the honorary degree someone needs on MSA, with the chief of staff, I got a lot of feedback from you guys.   We wanted someone who everyone was confident, we have all the confidence in the world for our chief of staff nominee which is Stella.  It’s good that we talked about that and that we do long term planning.  One of the last things I’m going to get to, is there’s no centralized location for representatives goals, it could be something as small as I want to increase money for my school.

b. Nate Fink, Vice President

I’ll be brief, 1st if you signed up if you signed up with VYV I’ll be going tomorrow night, you’ll get a free t shirt, dealing with this roger’s law issue, it’s been hurting students to adequately vote, it’s stifling to the democratic process in the state, and I urge you to appeal that act. Give blood, I was the first one in the whole day, everybody should sign up.  I am very confident in our decision to nominate Stella for chief of staff..
c. Sabrina Shingwani, Treasurer
I passed around a sheet of paper about if you had the option if you could pick up a paper, what would you pick up?  I see it is mostly New York Times, I mentioned I’m working on the college newspaper.. just seeing if that’s the most cost effective way to go about this, I’ve been in touch with both ways of going about this.  We’ll see which way is the best to go about it.  I know a couple people have expressed interest in helping out.  So that’s one thing, the Michigan union board of reps it’s called a request for proposal committee, we’re picking 3 new restaurants, I’ll keep you posted with that
d. Arvind Sohoni, Student General Counsel
There is a discrepancy if whether he wanted to make it a 2 or 3 year process, most likely Michael Benson will be taking over.  The other thing I wanted to touch on is to make these meetings more efficient, it’s probably the least important time we have.  Don’t do all you work here, just be mindful of everyone else’s time.
e. (Vacant), Chief of Staff 
       IX.       Committee Reports

a. Steering Committee (see attached)
b. Committee Reports (see floating copies) 
Michael Benson: R & E’s wasn’t there, were looking at changes sent out on Thursday, we also talked about attendance and attendance policy, that’s up for tonight
c. Commission Reports (see floating copies) 
IX. Student Organization Funding Recommendations
X. Campus Governance Committee Recommendations

XI. Other Business

a. Motions to Veto Any Action of Steering Committee

Nate: there was one action of steering was to transfer $50 to LGBT
b. Election and Recall of Officers
i. Chief of Staff

Modar: I motion to approve Stella as chief of staff

Tim: I object

Nate: Would like to move into speaker cycle period

Tim: Yea, since you’re currently BPC chair, how are you going to handle that?

Stella: Well I talked with the exec chairs and I think I’m fully capable of doing a good job in both chairs

Allison: How strong do you feel BPC committee is?

Stella: I feel like it’s the strongest I’ve ever seen it be, as I’ve said Jordan is an extremely competent vice chair, and I’m confident he’ll jump in whenever needed

Tim: I’ll withdraw my objection

Nate: So does anyone disapprove Stella? Okay, congratulations!

Elson: there is another representative who I need to notify about absences
c. Amendments to the Constitution or Compiled Code
i. W2008 – 034 Amendment to MSA Compiled Code to Clarify the Board of Regents Definition of Degree Granting Units (R. Walling, SI Representative) (First Reads)
Ray: Basically it’s just looking at board of regents by laws, it’s not very clear, what section of the by-laws they’re referring to, take a look at this if you have questions, email them to me

ii. W2008 – 036 Amendment to MSA Compiled Code Regarding MSA Attendance Policy (First Reads)

Michael: this is an attempt to do what Randy and Arvind talked about approving or not approving absences and moving them to steering
d. Old Business
i. W2008 – 032 Resolution to Fund Voice Your Vote Registration Day Equipment Rentals (H. Fishman, VYV Co-Chair; J. Kendall, VYV Co-Chair)
ii. Consent W2008 – 033 Resolution to Endorse the Mobilization of Students at the February 6 Court Date Challenging Proposal 2 (L. Mulholland, Art and Design Representative)

Lianna: We’ve gone over some of this in community concerns, regardless of you ideas in , they are represented in this case, people should at least be able to know about, I think since this involves students we need to let them know

Clinique: This is an important thing, I know the perception may be that the US or Michigan isn’t as racist, and people went and read something that was in a ballot box, when that majority has been known, you can have your opinion, but we should have students know about this event

Ashley S: I have one main problem with this having us take a stance on something that’s so partisan, as a democrat, as a minority

Alex Jiga: I don’t see this as a partisan resolution, we’re not saying whether we support this or not, it’s a greater thing than the assembly, we’re encouraging political activism, college students need to get involved, it is our duty to make constituents aware of what is going on, it’s just sending out an email, I think it would really be a shame

Gibran: It does not say what stance we’re taking, this body before proposal 2, we have said we will fight for students’ rights, we will fight for diversity, we do take stance on partisan issues.  This is just saying that we encourage student activism

Michael Benson: I’m going to say I like the idea of this, I read through all the case chair, I would also not be doing my job as R &E chair, if I did not bring up this bylaw.  This is about reinstating the former status, point of order it violates section 9, the all campus section 2, note the objection, but I’m not going to appeal, 
Ray: It just says send a mass email, not an opinion

Ashley: How do we know as an assembly even if we’re not just sending a mass assembly

Allison: I would rule that the email was not included, so it is out of order based on past practice

Arvind: for sake of getting an up and down vote, it should be an up and down vote

Ashley: I appeal, it doesn’t explicitly say who’s going to say, we conclude the letter, I know time is pressing, I see no reason why an email couldn’t been attached

Arvind: I think based on tonight, you can consider an up and down vote, but to keep in fair for all it should be an up and down vote

Role call vote

Elson: I counted 17, 17
Vaticia: I wanted to respond, but I never knew if that was even an option

Arvind: When they call end to question, it means they stop

Modar: 16 yay, 17 nay, so it fails

iii. W2008 – 035 Resolution to Fund the MSA Winter 2008 Retreat (S. Binkevich, LSA Representative; S. Shingwani, MSA Treasurer)

e. New Business
i. W2008 – 033 Resolution to Endorse the Mobilization of Students at the February 6 Court Date Challenging Proposal 2 (L. Mulholland, Art and Design Representative)

XII. Closing Roll Call 9:36 p.m.
XIII. Adjourn







Called to order at 6:10 pm

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Committee/Commission Update – LGBT
We do a lot of stuff.  “Let’s talk about sex” event – Saturday in March.  Cosponsoring with PULSE.
During Spring Pride week, publicity during rally.

Strong e-mail list.

Gayz Craze planning – Planning is done largely over the summer.

EXEC REPORTS:
President (Modar): SAM conference ( repealing Rogers Law.  Governor will sign.  Met with President Coleman last week.
VP (Nate Fink): New Chief of Staff nominee on Tuesday.  Send committee reports to me by 5.
Treasurer (Sabrina Shingwani): Budget passed – you can now spend your money.  P-card can be used to make larger purchases.  Working with MUBR on finding new restaurants.
Counsel (Arvind Sohoni):  Miss America is from Michigan and she helped with Homecoming.  Yay her!  Go to Blimpy Burger, they were on Food Network.  Meeting with Dr. Winfield hopefully soon about health issues.  Student Vets committee has been formed, which is exciting.
COS: n/a

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mike Moses: Stats event for CIC.  Important for jobs.  Also have speed dating coming up again.
Stella: MSA Retreat this Saturday.  We need drivers.  Everyone will be back in time for the Super Bowl.

Bret: Concerns about emails related to the murder on campus.  Campus Safety Committee met with D. Brown.  Text message system will be in place by Spring Break. – Stella: do they have cell numbers? – Bret: It’s opt-in. – Jiga: Publicity? – Bret: Campus wide email, campus safety week. – Ashley Schneider: will it be private? – Bret: Yes.

Michael Benson: All committees should be meeting weekly.

Chris D: Mass meeting.  Earth week planning meeting.  31st: focus the nation.  Green Living Fair. New banner.

Ray: money set aside for publicity.

Fair tees initiative.

Benson: website is updated to allow chairs to update pages.

STEERING BUSINESS:
Resolution to Provide Food for “Prepare Yourself for the Real World” (A. Schwedt, LGBT Commission Co-Chair) [Passed by Consent]
MSA BUSINESS:
a. W2008 – 033 Resolution to Endorse the Mobilization of Students at the February 6 Court Date Challenging 
Proposal 2 (L. Mulholland, Art and Design Representative)

b. W2008 – 034 Resolution to Fund the MSA Winter 2008 Retreat (S. Binkevich, LSA Representative; S. Shingwani, MSA Treasurer)
Adjourned at 6:40
MSA Minutes


January 29th, 2008 – 20th Meeting











ruar











y 13, 2007 

















 Michigan Student Assembly








Steering Meeting Report


January 27th, 2008 – 20th Meeting











ruar











y 13, 2007 














MSA





 Michigan Student Assembly











MSA


























